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TOOK HIGH POSITION!

-

America’s Prominent Placa at the
Peace Conference.

.

ACCOUNT OF IS INSIDE WORKINGS

e e

Progressive Plans Were Usually
Blocked by Germany.

—_ -
RUSSIA’S REAL DESIRES

-
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THE HAGUE, July 6, 180,
Every important natlon represented at the
eace conference, excepting only Germany,
ad a war on Its hands when its delegates

Andrew D. White,

Chaim Peace ( slon

o -

Captain Mahan,
Of the Peace Commission,

were irying to overthrow the republic at
bhome, and President Loubet found it nee-
essary to call out 15,000 soldlers to guard
him while be drove less than five miles to
a race track.

Besldes these actual warlike disturbances
there rose on the horizon a black eloud In-
dicative of an armed struggle between the
English government and the Boers In S8outh
Africa—a cloud which has by no means
been dispelled as yet.

Certainly there was reason for the meet-
ing of the hundred men who went to The

THE PALACE IN THE WO0ODS.

Hague to ralk of peace. Ten times their
number. while they sat in conclave there,
were busy in thelr respective nations plan-
ning war.

A Change of Feeling.

To an American layman among the dele-
gates it was intensely impressive to reflect
on the change in the position of the United
States in the famlily of nations which the
Spanish-American war has brought about.
I have been much in Eurcpe and much with
European diplomats. 1 know that while
their feeling toward America has, in the
past, been friendly enough, they still failed
to take us seriously. It did not occur to
them that we were a people likely to either
help or hinder their plans. If the peace con-
ference had been called a year ago and our
delegates had® attended they would have
been treated courteously, but their opinions
would have had litile weight in the delib-
erations of the body. As it was, Andrew
D. White, Seth Low, Captain Mahan, Fred-
erick D. Hol's and Captain Crozier formesl
a group which was really the center of in-

terest around which the ce conference
revolved. Not even the B in de.egates,
representing the monarch who called the

Seth Lo,
Of the Peace Commission.

conference, were regarded by the others
with the interest shown in the Americans,

The first question asked by a European
delegate who had something to propose was
not what will Russia think of it? or what
will Germany think of it? or what will
Franea think of it? but what wil the
United States think of it?

Poor 0Old Spaln.

Another interesting result of the war was
the absolute unimportance of the Spanish
delegation. Poor, broken Spain. Her
kaughty hidalgos recelved no more consii-
eration than did the delegates from Servia
or Siam. As they left the door of their
apartment in the Hotel Vieux Doelen they
saw in the little flag nailed on another
door, - alm adjolning, the symbel of the
nation which rose through their fall, and
they went quietly to the s lons entirely
bereft of th POmMpous importance
which in all time has marked
the conduci of the 1 such ocea-
sions.
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to be nut only pleasant, but profound.

Whiat Amervien Asked For.

The Amer went te The Hague in-
gtructeld to try to bring about a permanent
board rbitration made up of membera
of the state departments of all nations; to
bring about the abolitien of privateering
on the high seas dufing war:; the neutral-
Ization of all floating property owned by
private owners and not by belligerent gov-
ernments, and the measurement of indem-
nity, not by the nations at warfare, but by
& jury of the other nations. How many
of these things were accomplished will be
definitely known by the time this article is
printed, for tris congress will probably
have adjourned by then and the ocean tel-
egraph will have told the story of its clos-
Iing work. Bat the inside tale of how that
work was done is never likely to be told in
full, although sceme interesiing detalls can
be given here.

The secrecy which was decided upon and
_widely criticised was an absolute necessity.
The admission of working newspaper rep-
resentatives to the sessions of the confer-
ence would undcubtedly have prevented
the accomplishment of anything whatever.

Many Misunderstandings.

There were many misunderstandings and
mistaken reports concerning the matter of
press representatives, There were no ob-
Jections whatever to the presence of jour-
nalists at the opening session of the con-
ference, but the hall in which the meeting
was held was absolutely crowded merely
by the delegates themselves. Their secre-
taries and other employes literally could
not find standing room. Sixty feet above
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the floor of the hall, under the very top of
tke dome, is a little cigcular gallery.

This furnishes crowded sitting room for
about eight people, and is the only place
from which the interior of th> hall can be

seen. It was deeided to offer this gallery to
a4s many journalists as could get into it,
and the Duteh pgovernment, which had

charge ot the arrangements, out of cour-
Lesy to the delegatss, settled upon the plan
of admitting one newspaper representative
for each of the important countries. It
wag owing to this plan, which the ¢rowded
condition of the hall made absolutely neezs-
sary, that the amusing tale was published
saying that certain newspapers had been
solemnly selected by the conference as tha
representative journals in their respective
countries. Afier the first day I was the
only n=wspaper man admitted to the Paj}-
ace in the Woods, and 1 was not admitted
as a working journalist.

The general belief was, when the con-
ference began, that Engiand and the Unlt-
ed States would work absolutely in har-
mony. They did to some :=xtent support
each other's propositions, but it was
against the will of Enzland that the Amer-
fcan plan of arbitration and mediation was

selected by the conference as the one to
be most carefully considerad. Three plans
were submitted—one by America, one by

Russ

i and one by England,
Not Tnken Seriousiy.

The idea of disarmament was promptly
abandoned as impracticable. It instantly
hecame evident that not one d:legate had
taken this propaosition iously, and the
conference did not even take time to dis-
cuss it in committee. It was in these com-
mittez meetings and not in the sessions of
the conference that the real work was
accomplis

It was in on= of the first committee meet-
Ings that the delegates for these European
countries which had endeavored to con-
spire against us at the time of the Spanish-
American war showed their hostile hands
for the first and iast tim=. At this meeting
it bacame evident that certain governments
intended to take advantage of the peace
conference to clip the wings of the Amori-
can eagle. Within the year they had been
taught that these wings were mighty and
were capable of carrying the int=resting
bird not only from ocean to ocean in his
own dominion, but wherever else he pleased
to soar. This effort on the part of the Eu-
ropeans to prevant future Amerlean flehts
came in the shape of a blow at America's
Nicaraguan eanal plan.

There is no American enterpri=e at which
Europe looks with more suspicion and dread
than she does at the probability of eomplete
American control of this proposed water
highway between the two Ereat oceans.
It fell to the lot of Frederick W. Holls, the
secretary of the American delegation, to dis-
cover a little joker In one of the proposi-
tlons submitted which might have resulted
seriously. This joker was a passage adroit-
Iy and diplomatically worded which pro-
vided for nothing less than control by a
committee of the powers of all interoceanie
canals in time of war. Mr. Holls so vigor-
ously and completely shattered this bright
European dream that Europe could no
lonzer doubt the ability of our delegates to
look after the affalrs or doubt the positive
certainty of a firm stand on the part of the
['nited States acainst anything which might
in the slghtest degree prove contrary to
the interests of America,

Rales of Warfare,

The greatest secreey was malntalned
throughout concerning the plans of the con-
ference in relation to a revision of the rules
of actual warfare. Early, in the private
gossip of the delegates, came talk about a
sensational possibility. Tt was Very gen-
erally believed by some that the actions of
Spain during the war in Cuba would he
carefully Investigated by the conference,
and that some of her violations of the ae-
epted rules of warfare would be proved by
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testimony, which would form the basis for
new regulations. The fact that Spaniszh
officers, high In command, ordered their
troops to fire on our Red Cross flags, that
attacks had been made on our wo led as
they taken from the battlefields, and
that the Red Cross flag had been used by
irids as a mask for their batteries,
frecly commented on. The possibility
t I myself mig be called as a withess
b one of the subcommittees was early
& «1 by two members of one of the
1 rations, The American dele-
& m, however, immediately saw the inad-
vizability of introducing any such no
discord into the conference, and it was
cided, in consequence, to avold action
any kind along these lines, although the
delegates all lized the necessity of some
aratively immediate congres
matters could be discussed. This it
that giave rise to the annoiincement

that a second Geneva conference wonld Lo
one of the prompt results of the congress
at The Hague.

The work of the American delegates was
never finished. It began with the rising of
the sun and ceased not with its going

Nir. Frederick Holls,
Becretary of Ameriean Delegation at Peace
Conference.

down. It was the Impression of many
delegates, as well as laymen, before the
conference began, that the gathering would
be a junket, but the preponderance of se-
rious design among the American, English
and Russian delegates became instantly
apparent when the conference met. The
English and American delegates had evi-
dently gone to The Hague with the 1
fled and earnest intention of accomplish-
ing something along the lines which the
czar had lald down. The German delega~

tion had as evidently gone there with the
firm intention of preventing any useful
work in these directioms. The members of
the Russian delegatlon wera)of course de-
sirous of glorifying their ruter,

A Policy of qbqinﬁeuon.‘

The appointment by Emperor William of
Stengel, an avowed and recofded advocate
of war, was much morg seripusly regarded
by the delegates of ofher countries than
they permitted the jeurnalists to know.
This appointment, with éertdin actions on
the part of the Germgn delégates, quickly
outlined the emperor's poligy of obstruc-
tion. If by the time this article appears in
print some of the larger pla of the other
participating powers, notably the estab-
lishment of a permanent board of arbitra-
tion and mediation, have not been finally
adopted, it will have been purely because
of Germany's hindrance. The plans of no
delegation were more frequently interfered
with by Germany than those of the able
gentlemen who represented the United
Btates.

Russia's attitude whs, of course, intense-
ly interesting. It is not likely that any of
the delegates believed entirely in the abso-
lute sincerity of the Great White Czar,
who, sitting in his palace in St. Peters-
burg, had spoken through the mouth of
Count Moravieff, his prime minister. It
was impossible that the czar should be-
lieve that all his lovely dreams of boundary
lines marked oy olive branches and loving
white doves as intercapitalian messengers
could be realized in truth.

Russin’s Insincerity.

‘With all due respect for and much ad-
miration of the emperor of all the Rus-
sias, it may be readily believed that his
letter to the nations, inviting the peace
conference, was induced much more by a
desire to hide Russian grabs in China and
outrageous Russian oppression in Finland;
to counteract the effect of Tolstoi's cam-
paign In behalfl of the Russian Quakers and
against compulsory military service, and to
generally hoodwink the world's diplomat-
ists and politicians, than to bring about
the distandment of armies and the cessa-
tion of war. But Russian sleesves are large
and commodious and afford much room for
side issues. Up the sleeve of the czar was

the realization that whether or not his
peace conference manifesto resulted in
bringing about the political ends which

have been mentioned, it could still scarcely
fail to redound to his own credit. What
spectacle could be loveller than that of this
reformed ruler in his new role of the uni-
versal peacemaker?

The sessions of the conference in the
Palace of the Woods were interesting to
watch because of their absolute lack of
formality. It mizht have been expected
that this gathering of diplomatists would
be the most formal of all bodies in its pro-
cedure, hut the choice of M. de Stael, the
head of the Russian delegation, as presi-
dent made this impossible. De Stael is a
weazened little old man, with a tr‘-nden_i:)‘
toward doddering on his legs. But despite
his age, he has no tendency toward senility
in his mind. He exhibited, however, some
unique and eccentric ideas of the dmie;-. of
a presiding officer. He opened the sessions
by striking his desk a gentle tap with the
gavel. There was no prayer, there were
no opening exercises whatever, except this
woniden mallet's blow. Then he sat down
and left the delegates to their own devices.

There was no ‘‘getting the floor,”” there
were no parliamentdry practices at all

The delegates simply talked in French w_ith
an occasional lapse into their native
tongues, At times, under this system, the
conference became a perfect Babel.
Adjourning the Sessions.
None of the sions were lengthy,
the way in which they were terminated was
quite as unique as the manner in which
they were opened, M. de Stacl would quiet-
ly slip out of chalr and go away. Some-
times this merely meant that he wished
to speak to a delegate #m thgffloor or visit
a committee room. B if it chanced aat
he thought that the delegat had talked
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5

enough, he did not réturh. f course, it
was impossible for the delegtes to know
if his absence was to he briefEr permanent
without waiting for hinr to cfne back. If,

after waiting for him asreasosable time e
Stael did not reappear, the qjg_lt-gutes went
home. ’

Votes were taken in the sigiplest manner
possible. A motion having Been read, De
Stael asked the delegates if “they liked it.
Some of them s=aid yes, some of them said
no. De Stael gave a fairly close guess as
to the number on each side atfd the fate of
the motlen was decided. Such was the pro-
cedure of the peace -conference from the
beginning. :

There was as little of ceremony about the
way in which the delegates were treated
by the Dutch government as there was
about the way in which they conducted their

deliberations. One or two oflicial recep-
tions and dinners . which Holland's
charming little queen played her part

pleasantly, as she evecr does, constituted atl
the official entertaining. There were few
exchanges of social visits between the del-
egates.

Where Our Delegates Lived.

The quarters of the American delegation
at the Hotel Vieux-Doelen were elegant and
commodious. It is one of the most extra-
crdinary structures in Europe and dates
back to about 1470. It is at the same time,
however, much better managed and
equipped than most European hotels. In
view of the coming of the Amerir.-a.n'dcie:_.{a—
tion its owner bought a large adjoining res-
idence which he turned over entirely to our
representatives, giving them their own en-
trance and at the same time connecting
them by meaas of new dooers and new cor-
ridors with the hody of the hotel proper.
The rooms were furnished in the florid gold
and red which is likely to prevail wherever
4 Dutechman thinks eleghnge is necassary.
For some reanson Seih Low did not take
advantage of these fine quarters, but went
alone to the Hotel Belle Vue, where Mrs.
Low joined him shortly after the sessions
of the conference hegan. )

The complete apathy of the Dutch pu!;‘]u‘;
concerning the doings and 1‘!1‘1'.~'||n.{l]1[¥ of
the perce delegates was quite as surprising
as their own lack of cercmony in condnct-
ing the conferen Only one delegate went
habitually to the sessions of the conference
in uniform, and he, stre r enough, was
Capt. Crozier, the Amarican attache., I b
lHeve, although I am not certain, that some
regulation of the service made it necessary
for him to wear the sober and impressive
uniform of the Unlted States army at the
The czar sent

gessions of the conferences.
a special photographer to The Hague ‘i'-_-r
the purpose of making pletures of the del-

1 great album to be kept in the

ezates for

Winter P at 8t. Petersburg. When
th's photographer war at work the foreign
delegates made bright spots of color in
the court yard of the Vieux-Doelen. Char-
deteristie uniforms, covered with decora-
tions ud bedecked with gold lace, appeared
by ti:e dozen, but the moment the pho-
tographer wenl away the informal dress
which was worn at the sessions of the con-
ference was immediately resumeid. The only

decorations indicating that a great Interna-
tional gathering was in session at The
Hague were the dozen or so of flags whose
gorgeous folds draped impressively against
the ¢ld red of the bricks in the Hotel Vieux-
Doelen’s front. They were the flags of the
delegations quartered there.
Attrneteq Little Atte_'utlon.

The coming oI the dc—}egu}’gs from all
parts of the earth on thgjr tremendous mis-
sion attracted no atteation whalever from
the lay citizens of thise pictufesque, mili-
tary-ridden, gin-besottén, Beautiful old
town. During all my 3t¥y herf\ I have seen
practically no manifestatjon of any interest
in the presence of the delegdtes. A com-
pany of stupld-faced Diuftch sdldiers, tight-
trousered and Scotch-capped,”“with a dis-
cordant band at its head, never failed to

draw the people of Gravénhagen from their
homes and their busined§ placés in curious
mobs; but during my stay at The Hague I

have not at one time Been miore than a
dozen people gathered o watéh the dele-
gates or do honor to the conference.
Whatever happens befére the conference
adjourns; whatever results are=achieved by
it; whatever failures mark its sesslons;
whatever successes are itsirecord, the
United Btates of America may feel per-
fectly certaln that its interests h#¥e been
guarded carefully, that its dignity has been
preserved, and that its influence on this
most Important International movement
has been felt as strongly if not morestrong-
:5 than that of any other nation represent-

While I am writlng this it looks as if
practical provision for mediation and arbi-
tration will really be in rated into in-
ternational law. Mr. Seth w, whose in-
fluence toward good imternational govern-
ment has been exerted at The Hague with
as much earnestness as he ever exerted to-
ward the promulgation of his ideas of good
govtetmm: lﬂu municipal, state tgr national
matters a me, expressed me this
opinion: =

Medlation and Arbitration.

“It must be by the route of mediation

and arbitration that will recognize the in-
terdependence of nations that the world

will progress toward the poet's dream of
the parliament of man. In the meanwhile,
I think the steps likely to be taken will
depend so entirely on the voluntary actions
of the nations that no reaction is to be

dreaded. In other words, 1 think we shall
give popular opinion a chance easily to
substitute arbitration for war, and this

being done, must do the
rest.”
With, as the member of its delegation

next most important to Andrew D. White

public opinion

Mr. Edward Marshall,

From Photo taken at The Tague at the special
request of the Czar.

its chairman, a man with ideas as simple
and as sensible as these, America would
need to have no fear of the record she
would make at the peace conference, even
without the all-seeing and all-managing
Secretary Holls without the greatest naval
expert in the world, Capt. Alfred T. Mahan,
and without the intimate knowledge of mil-
itary affairs possessed by Capt. Willard F.
Crozier. It is impossible to doubt that the
business-like attitude taken from the first
by the American and British delegations
had done more than any other one thing to
save the conferenee from practical fallure.
EDWARy MARSIHALIL

—

CURIOUS WILLS,

Testators Who Made Unusual Dispo-
sition of Property Left by Them.
From Ally Slojer.

A testator, who evidently intended to
thwart his relatives and be a benefactor 1o
the lawyers, gave to certain persons *as
many acres of land as shall be found equal
to the arsa inclosed by the track of the
center of oscillation of the emrth in a revo-
lution round the sun, supposing the mean
distance of the =sun 21600 semi-diameters
of the earth from it.”

Sir Joseph Jekyll left his fortune to pay
off the national debt. When Lord Mansfield
heard of this he =ald: “Sir Joseph was a
good man and a good lawyer, but his be-
quest was a foolish one: he might as well
have attempted to stop the middle arch of
Blackfriars bridge with his full-bottomed
wig!’”

Lord Pembroke gave “nothing to Lord
Say, which legzey 1 glve him because I
know he will bestow It upon the poor:™ and
then, after giving other equally peculiar
legacies, he finished with: “Item, I give up
the ghost.”

Dean Swiit's character was exemplified in
his will. Among other things, he be-
queathed to Mr. John Gratton of Clonme-
than a silver mateh box, *“in which I desire
the said John to keep the tobacco he usually
cheweth, called pig-tail.”

In an interesting book ealled “Curlosities
of the Search Room,” published by Chap-
man & Hall, some elghteen years or so ago,
will be found the following remarkable be-
quest made by a Mr. Jonathan Jackson of
Columbus, Ohio. In his will he left orders
to his executors to erect a cats’ home, the
plang and elevation of which he had drawn
out with great care and thought. The build-
irg was to contain dormitories, a refectory,
areas for conversatlon, grounds for exer-
cise and gently sloping roofs for climbing,
with rat holes for sport, and an “‘audito-
rium,” within which the inmates were to be
assembled daily to listen to an accordion,
which was to be played an hour each davy
by an attendant, that instrument being the
nearest approach to their natural volces,
An inflrmary, to which were attached a
surgeon and three or four professional
nurses, was to adjoin the establishment.
N0 mention seams to have been made of a
chapel or a chaplain! The testator gives
as his reason for thus disposing of his prop-
erty that “it is man's duty as lord of ani-
mals to watch over and protect the lesser
and feebler, even as God watches over and
protecis man."”

In cases of emergency there Is sometimes
no time to cill in a solicitor, so von must
either make your own will or die intestate.
There was a case once where a itleman
went out shooting, and in getting over a
hedge the contents of the gun were lodged
in his body. A

friend and a gamekeeper
immediately rdn to his assistan but the
unfortunate man found he was (ing fast
and had but a few minutes to live. He

asked for a pencil and paper, and his friend
bringing out his pocket book, the wounded
man wrote on one of the blank leaves: “My
will—I ieave all to Peggy.” He ther
it, his friend and the gamekeeper do

same, and in a few minut lnter the poor
fellow died, with his wife's name on his
lips.

By this will, which was perfdetly valid,
the wifs whom he was fondly devo
wis properly provided for. Without it she
would have starved, as her husband's prop-
erty would have gone to hils heir-at-law,
who was a reprobate cousin.

—r i —
He Stood Cerrected.
From the Chicago Tribune.

“Cooking echool? H'mph! I suppose
you've learned evervthing except how to
bake bread, young woman?"

“Yes, sir. We don’'t bake bread at cook-
ing school.”

“0Oh, you don't?”

“No, sir. We bake the dough."

=R

'Bus Driver (to Cabby, who
lash his horse into something
“Wot's the matter with 'im, Willum? 'E

is trying to
like a trot)—

don't seem ‘isself this mornin’. I e

beliew
- you've bin an’ changed 'is milk!"—Punch.

OUR TRADE RIVALS

Germany is the Country We Have
Most Reason to Fear,

HER BUSINESS MEN ARE VERY KEEN

They Are Always on the Lookout
to Get a Foothold.

OCUR

il

IMITATE PRODUCTS

Written for The Evening Star.

“GErmany is today the most dangerous
trade rival of the United States and the
competitor from whom we have most to
fear,” sald Mr. Ulysses D. Eddy, president
of the firm of Flint, Eddy & Co., one of the
largest exportirg houses in the countrz, in
answer to :m}nqnir_v on this subject.

“During the past decade German manu-
facturers and exporters have mad
mined efforts to capture a large share of
the world’s trade, especially In  markets
that were newly opening. In these efforts
they have been heartily aided by the Ger-
man government and they have
made great progress.

*They have pushed thelr goods in every
way possible; by means of an army
trained salesmen, by a careful study of the
demands of forelgn markets and by special
trade concessions obtained through the in-
fluence of their government. In all such
markets as South America, Africa and the
orient the American exporter finds the Gor-
man a vigorous and formidable rival.
Americans have been dispofed to let their
goods make a way for themselves in for-
elgn markets, and it must be admitted that
they have done this successfully. But if
the manufacturers and exporters of the
United States cherish an ambition to secure
first place in the competition for the world's
markets It will be necessary to bestir them-
selves vigorously. The contest which is Lo
declde this question has begun, :nui_ the
next few years will go far toward deciding
it. It will not do to leave the Germans out
of calculation in this struggle. They are
the most patient, aggressive, pushing seek-
ers after new markets in the world at the
present time.'"

Sharp Competition.

The view of the case which regards Ger-
many as our most dangerous trade rival
no doubt will surprise those who have been
congratulating themselves on the fact that
we are selling locomotives and
rails and clocks and lawn mowers to Eng-
land. It is true, however, that Gernm
has been doing exactly the same
German cutlery and American cutlery
edge to edge in the English market.
in machinery has run opposition to
ran machinery in Russia, South Af-
rica and Awstralia. German print cloths
and boots and shoes have shared with
American products in the same lines the
task of eclothing the South Americans, In
every new fleld in which the American ex-
porter has gone he has found the Ger-
man making his way. )

This does not remove England as a fac-

deter-

certainly

ol

steel

tor in the situation. England exports to-
day about the same amount that :-'_}'i" did
twenty years ago. The Increase in the

world’s trade during this period has been
shared by otker nations, chiefly by Ger-
many and the United States,

The following table, showing, in round
numbers, the expaorts of each of these coun-
tries for 1850, 1890 and 1898, brings this fact
cwearly to view:

Table of Exports.

Great
Britain,

T nited
States,

Germany.

1880, .. 31, 115,000,000 $T200000 000 S5 aam (M)
TS0, .. 1,235.000,000 K30,000 000 SSTARN)INED

ISOS. L 1 163.000,000 980,000,000 1,5 L IRETE]

On the face of It, this is a flattering show-
ing for the United States. In 1598 Great
Britain exported about the same amount as
in 1850 and less than in 188M). During the
same period the Germans went ahead
steadily with a gain of about 33 per cent in
their export business, In the same time the
United States made a gain of over 45 per
cent, and her foreign sales, amounting to
nearly a biliion and a guarter dollars last
vear, made her the greatest exporting na-
tion in the world.

Raw Materinls and Manufactures.

The surprising total of American exports
for 1508, however, was affected by our vast
shipments of raw materials, including
breadstuffs. Taking into account manufac-
tured articles alene, our exports amounted
to $240,000,060. The ratlo of increase in
manufactured exports has not been so high
for Germany because she was already ex-
portlng several times as many manu
tured articles as the United States, but her
actual growth has been great. The race for
trade supremacy has been nip and tuck
between these two for the past decade, and
the end is not vet.

An American exporter, who has glven
careful attention to this subject, puts the
situation as foliows:

“England has had her own way In foreign
trade o long that .she th mght she could
keep it forever. She paid little attention to
the competition that was gros g up, and

in fact, went to sleep. Meanwhile, the Gor.
mans and Americans have been reac hing
out for new markets, and they have been

doi

ng it in characteristic ways.

e Americans have tried to turn out a
superior quality of goods and have relied on
their goods to make their own v
Germans, on the other hand
careful study to the d
commercial countries,
meet the
Their
drummi
can goo

» demands in

agree 1o make vp tt
style that the Tin

1ke it or leay
gn buyer,
Muost Study Foreign Needs.
“This is well enough in
such a large
times have

presence of

home demand as the good

brought at

present. But the
time will come when we shall want a for-
elgn outlet again, and we shall find it
close to us if we refuse foreign orders now.
The patient, persistent work of the Ger-
mans is telling all the time. What

Americuan exporter must do, and do

ance,

f he wants this countiry to hold first
place in the competition for fors ign trade,
is to study the forelgn markets and meth-
ods of doing busin carefully, to
send out expert salesmen to drum up or-
ders, and to turn out goods made after the
patterns to which foreign buyers have be-
come accustomed.”

In the newer markets of South America,
Africa and the orient the o titl
tween the Germans and Ame 15 |
est. American exporiers bave many st
to tell of the devices by which the (
maris have atlempted to capture trad

. .

5 mMmore

these markets, One means {s the in
tion of American goods. Our exporters s

that

Ly
! r an
manuiactures begin to make headway In a

no socner does amy ling of

Americ

foreign market
put cut an imitation
same in appearance,
poorer quaiity.

For example, a few years agn American
plate glass began to sell estensively in
South American countries. TWhile not ahle
to drive it out by glass of the same grade,
the Germans found a way- to do so by tak-
ing advantage of the customs laws,

Undersell Americans.,

In most of the South American countries
the tariffs are in the form of specific duties
computed on the weight of the article. The
German manufacturers put into this mar-
ket a varlety of glass that had the same
finish as the Amerlcan kind, but was of a
poorer quality and only about half as
heavy. They made a saving, therefore,
both In the cost price and in the customs
duties they were forced to pay. They were
able to undersell their American
tors, and took a Share of the trade away

although with an inferior
quality of goods.
T A Bo. T ent 9~
ve into the
American

than the German
which
but

dealers
is much the
of a decidediy

Latin countries to a considerable
extent. In

mans have made special efforts to capture’
this trade. The Americans send out car-
penters’ compasses which sell for $1 a pair, '
Immediately the Germans put on the mar-

két a poorer compass made in the same
form, but selling for 60 cents a pair. An'
American workman would refuse to use

them, but the native mecRanic in most of
these countries takes the cheapest he can
B¢t without regard to quality.

The Germans found, a few years ago,
that American plows were belng sold in
Russia. They prompily put inio the mar-

ket a lighter and therefore a cheaper and

less durable plow. It would not have an-
swoered for the rough work required of a
plow by the American farmer, but they
scemed 1o satisly the Russian., At

Ny Taleg
they have taken possession of the market.
They Overlook Nothing.

The same process has been repeated im
many of trade and In many places,
No factor that cin help him to secure an

lines

advantage iz overlooked by the German
exporier. An example of this was shown
by the fact that German manufa of
print clothe sent out agents to learn the
colors most in faver with the natives of
various tropiesl ¢ 1 ind have since
been mak or us=e in this
class of re » the fact
that with the native of sr the Phil-
ipplres e

b induce-
ment to buy than is a durable quaiity in the
material.

Mr. William Harper of the
comme reial museum, who recently returned
from a tour of commercial obst rvation that
carried him around the world, sadd on this
pount

“The American exporter has made a grod

Philadelphia

how In almast every market of any
r that 1 visited. But evervwhera
1 found Germans pressing him clo&ely,
In some 1wees they have gained the ade
vantage over Ameri 1% pur«=ly on account
of ignorance or indifference on the part of
the | Al the little advan ]
L method of preparati of
goods the Germans have master
oughly. Where competition s ol
Lers of detafl s« imes turn the

mal
“For

instance, German goods have
a hcadway over American products

a

v

czuela in several lines. In shipping cloths

g i goods  Into Venezucla the

eg exporters pack them in big

cases, as they do for the home

As the tariff duty 1s levied on the

ross weight of articles the Amerlean pro-

duct must pay duty on twenty or thirty
ounds of wooden packing case

How the Germans Succeed,
““The German, on the other hand wraps
bis cloths ‘n coarse blankets, which fit
for sale after they have served as w rap-
pings. The whole is Incased In light
vas. The difference between these
modes of packing is enough to leave

gin of profit for the German.
"“This is only one illustration out of dog-
ens that I noted bearing on the same point.
Wherever 1 went 1 encountered thy German
salesman, speaking the language of the
country and urging the merits of his w Ares, |
It was a rare thing to meet the represes
tative of an American house. Our exp
ers rely apparently upon their catalogues or
on the foreign buyvers' visits to United

i

Aare

Cans-
two
i MAT=

-]

States to effect sales,
“The Germans will work for vears to get
control of even the least imporiant market,

They will modify the pattern of thelr
goods, offer inducements, cha » little de-
tails of form or appearance

O get
a start. In dealing with fore 1
Is a wise course, but the Ameri

had the patlence for it, or haven't un
stood that it was necessary.
“"Take the case of the Germans In Chi 1R,

for example. While the English ar
cans have been fishing for big «

and have obtained some, the 3¢ T'lll‘l:’: have
been worming their way
inch by inch. They have

native governors lavishly, have flut-
lering promises to  influential depdties
While they have seen to it that German
goods shall get into the country, ths ¥
tried their utme to shut other rations

In fact. they mducted their cag
as an army of trade occup m. They
seeured valuable privileges that will «
them to secure a big part Lh
the Yang-Tse-Kiang vs '. the richest see
tion of China. Our American traders have
smiled at 1 penny-wise paolley of thelp
rivals, but it has accomplished results which
they cannot afford to ignore.’
In South Americn.

According to Americans who have recent-
Iy wvisited South America, the same situa-
tion prevails in Chile and the other Sout}
American countries. German salesmen hi
overrun the country with cheap goods mas
in imitation of American products. They
have learned to pack their exports in small
and broken lots. They have always on hand
a lot of out-of-date goods which they are
ready to throw upon any market that will
receive them.

The following table, showing the exports
from the three eountries to Chile, Mexic
and Cape Colony, flustrates the

“normous
strides that Germany has mad: in s uring
the trade of countries suppoesed to be favor-
ably situated for the convenis we of the

American exporters:
Exports to Chile,

AN
12, (LT
. 16,474,000 4,400, 0
Exports to Mexico.

Great Britaln, Germany,

e, i) F2 500, 0mn)
L BT
AN . eeena ~, BT &, 781 N =1, 4w
Exports to Cape Colony.

i Great Britain. Germany.,
1558, esnes U 100 00N
R R v B,
I8, . i
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Deep Frost in Minnesota,
From the 5t. Paal Dispaich

Telephone llnemen, in digging a hole for
a tall pole, made an unusua!l discovery at
6th street and 17th avenue north, Minne-
apoils, yesterd After digging sevon feet
the linemen encountered frozen carth, the
frost belt being over a foot thick. T?
belt was protected by several feet of den
peat, which served as a blanket to keep
out the hot alr from above.

e A i s———
Misdirected Zeal.

From the Indianapoiie Joursal,

“Why the dickens don't you stop? asked
the angry householdér. “The fire is all out.”

"1 aliow It is,” admitted the leader of
the willlage hose company, “bul they is
three winders not broke yet.”

“How did you and mamma come to get
married, anyhow?" asked Johnnle Chaffie
of his father.

“Ask your mamma. Bhe knows more

nearly every the Ger-

about it than I do,” was the reply.—Tit=
Bla.



